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Public housing is today under serious attack, 
the most serious and most effective attack since 
public housing was inaugurated on a large scale in 
this country some twenty years ago. Large public 
housing programs are being withdrawn either by votes 
of the people or by council action. The reasons 
for this situation are many and varied. It is the 
writer's opinion that in some instances public housers 
simply haven't been smart. They have kept their 
eye too closely on public housing and have failed 
to take into account or be concerned with the total 
housing needs of the community. In other instances 
the public housing agency may have been high-handed 
with the legislative body, the planning commission 
or other city departments. In at least one instance 
the public housing project has been completed, only 
to discover that there is difficulty in finding 
people within the allowable income range to occupy 
the project. 

And the times aren't propitious for public 
housing. What with inflation, the declining value 
of the dollar, the seemingly high incomes, it is 
exceedingly difficult to get large numbers of persons 
interested in a problem which seems to affect only 
a few people within each community. 

We have known of instances where planners have 
assumed a standoff policy with respect to public 
housing, either because they were aggrieved at the 
failure of the public housing agencies to cooperate 
with them, or simply because they didn't want to get 
into a mess. We believe planners will have to mke 
& stand, particularly in the larger cities, if they 
hope to see some of their plans accomplished. 

One can find fault with practically everything, 
but in the opinion of this writer the particular 
attack which is based on ideology is fraudulent. 
Some of the opponents don't like public housing 
because it is tax exempt. In the city of Chicago 
the current payment being made in lieu of taxes is 
three times as high as taxes paid by the slum prop- 
erties prior to re-building. I don't know of a 
Single instance where an opponent of public housing 
on the tax exemption basis has taken a stand against 
the mmicipally-owned tax exempt factories - or tax 
exempt bonds for municipally-owned tax exempt fac- 
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tories. To the opponent of public housing this other 
type of tax exemption is claimed to be in the best 
tradition of private enterprise. I don't know of a 
single instance where this type of opponent has taken 
a stand against tax exemptions granted to a private 
housing development. I am not taking a stand against 
either. I would like to see a little consistency 
and honesty, however. 

Planners must be concerned with public housing, 
however, because they may discover that some of the 
projects planned cannot be accomplished without 
public housing. I am referring in particular to 
urban redevelopment projects in some of our bigger 
cities. A considerable number of the people to be 
displaced will be able to find decent housing only 
in public housing projects. I am referring also 
to plans for superhighways cutting through the 
blighted and slum areas. A substantial portion of 
the people to be displaced can find decent housing 
currently only in public housing projects. These 
public improvement programs will be held up if plan- 
ners are concerned with decent housing facilities 
for the displaced persons. If planners are willing 
to accept the bulldozer method of displacing persons, 
irrespective of the hardship, they will have no 
concern. They ought to be warned, however, in view 
of the composition of the population and the economic 
status of the people in the slums of our larger 
cities, bulldozer methods with their hardships are 
liable to create terrific disturbances. One ought 
to know what the effect of a whirlwind is likely 
to be. 

We can easily be fooled by newspaper reports 
about high incomes. An honest look at the incomes 
of people in many of our large cities, and the smaller 
ones as well, will show a substantial number of 
families earning less than $2,000 per year. One 
ought to take a good look at what has happened to 
population and income in the last few years before 
saying "This is no problem of the planners." If 
we can face these problems honestly and fearlessly 
rather than emotionally, we will end up with a suit- 
able housing program that will take care of the needs 
of all the people and, at the same time, we will pave 
the way for the re-building of our cities. (WHB) 
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REGIONAL LAND USE PLAN DETROIT AREA 


The Detroit Metropolitan Area Regional Plan- 
ning Commission is engaged in the preparation of 
a& comprehensive land use plan for its area. In 
order to accelerate the program the Detroit Edison 
Company has made a substantial appropriation and 
grant to the Regional Planning Commission. In its 
first stage a sketch plan will be prepared for later 
testing as details are filled in. The plan will 
take into account available water supply, transpor- 
tation, drainage, soils, available housing, recrea- 
tion and schools, power facilities, etc., etc. 

The land use program will also be of assistance 
to the newly created committee which is assisting 
with the dispersal program. Twenty-eight industrial, 
government and labor leaders in the Detroit area have 
formed an Industrial Dispersion Committee to deal 
with problems of locating new defense industries 
in Wayne, Oakland and McComb Counties. 


A.1.P. ANNUAL CONFERENCE 


One hundred seventy-five members of the Ameri- 
can Institute of Planners met in Baltimore at the 
Thirty-Fifth Annual Meeting of the Institute. The 
members there saw the excellent work being done by 
the city of Baltimore in the way of planning, pub- 
lic housing and redevelopment. The group heard an 
explanation of the Baltimore plan of law enforcement 
in slum areas. Carl Feiss reported on the status 
of the Urban Redevelopment program. There was a 
session on metropolitan regional research with 
participation by an economist, a sociologist, and 
a& geographer and a session on metropolitan trans- 
portation. 

The following officers were elected: Frederick 
P. Clark, President; John T. Howard, Vice President; 
Harry E. Berg, Secretary-Treasurer; Walter H. Blucher, 
T. J. Kent and John Parker, members of the Board 
of Governors. 








NEWSLETTER BY AIR MAIL 


Several ASPO members have asked to have the 
Newsletter sent to them by air mil. The addi- 
tional cost for this service to various countries, 
based on the average size of the Newsletters, is 
given below. Any member wishing to have air mil 
service, please notify the ASPO office, remiting 
the appropriate amount. 

United States and possessions, (including 
Army and Navy Post Offices), Canada, Mexico, $1.00; 
Cuba, $2.75; West Indies, (except Cuba), Central 
and South America, $3.50; Europe (except as noted 
below), $5.25; Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, 
Luxemburg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, 
Switzerland, $5.00; Great Britain and Ireland, 
$4.75; Iceland, $4.00; Africa, Asia, Australie, 
Middle East (except as noted below), $9.00; India, 
Pakistan, $7.50; Iraq, Lebanon, Syria, $6.50; 
Japan, $7.75; Union of South Africa, $8.50. 

These rates are based on current air mail 
charges and are subject to change. 











WILLIAM A. NORRIS—Milwaukee, Our City 


Tip for New Aldermen: 
Anything Can Happen 


TODAY OLD DOC NORRIS 
gives some free advice to seven 
new aldermen who have just 
taken office. Here goes: 

Gentlemen, you will find that 
aldermen get better pay than 
ever before, and have much 
more work to do. 

You will find that the job 
commands more public respect 
than it did four or eight years 
ago — but not as much as it 
should. 

You will find that the 20 old- 
timers on the Council are eeri- 
ous-minded and sincere, but 
have varying degrees of intelli- 
gence. However, if you turn 
out, on the average, to be as 
good as they are, both you and 
Milwaukee will be lucky. 


LET ME SUGGEST that for 
the first few months, at least, 
you do much more listening 
than talking. There are a 
couple of the old-timers who 
can do all the talking that's 
necessary. 

Remember that a wise vote 
is better than a wisecrack and 
a long view of the City’s prob- 
lems is better than a long 
speech. 

You were elected by the peo- 
ple in your own ward, and if 
you want to be re-elected you 
will have to serve them well. 
But if you don’t also serve the 
whole City well, you'll turn out 
to be a poor alderman. (You'll 
see what I mean before long). 


YOU WILL SOON discover 
that the City is more than the 
aggregate of 27 wards. It has 
economic, social and political 
complexities that you never 
dreamed of when you got the 
bright idea of running for 
alderman. 

You will find that running 
the City is a bigger and tougher 
job than running Allis-Chal- 
mers or A. O. Smith. But don’t 
be embittered by the fact that 
running the City doesn’t pay as 
well as running an industry. 

And don’t be disillusioned 
when you discover that every- 
body wants better streets, 
better garbage collection, bet- 


ter sewers and better schools, 
but nobody wants to pay high- 
er taxes to pay for these better 
things. Part of your job is to 
decide whether we can get more 
for our tax money, or whether 
we have to pay more taxes if 
we want more services. 

Don't kid yourself into think- 
ing you know how to cut taxes 
in half. The public has been 
kidded by experts along: this 
line. 


FROM TIME TO TIME you 
will get mad at the newspapers 
for reporting the silly things 
you say. When that happens, 
remember that it was YOU who 
said the silly things, not the 
newspapers. 

You will find that city gov- 
ernment, like all other human 
institutions, tends to get into 
a rut. There are hundreds of 
people in the City Hall who are 
doing things a certain way just 
because their predecessors did 
them that way. 

You, being new in the City 
Hall, may contribute some new 
ideas. We hope you do. But 
be sure you understand the old 
ideas before you pop off with 
the new ones. 


ONE OF YOUR toughest jobs 
will be to decide what to do 
with an expanding city that 
outgrows its streets and park- 
ing spaces and municipal limits 
just as your children outgrow 
their shoes and clothes. 

As you do your part in plan- 
ning the City’s growth, always 
keep in mind what happened 
July 16, 1945, at Alamagordo, 
N. M. That was the day the 
first atomic bomb exploded. No 
city can afford to grow today 
as it was growing before July 
16, 1945. 


PERHAPS you have gath- 
ered from what I've said that 
being an alderman is a lot of 
work. It is. 

But it can also be good elean 
fun—if vou keep it clean. 


Milwaukee Sentinel 
April 16, 1952 
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BILLBOARD CONTROL ON N.Y. THRUWAY 


The New York State Thruway Au- 
thority will have the power to control 
the erection of billboards or other 
advertising devices along the 535-mile 
route of the cross-state expressway. 
All advertising devices within 500 feet 
of the Thruway pavement are prohibited 
unless written permission for their 
erection is obtained fram the authority. 
The authority, however, will be able to 
exempt from billboard restrictions 
"specified areas of the Thruway System 
based upon use, population density, 
nature of the surrounding community, 
special conditions prevailing there- 
in or other such factors. 

It is expected that the regula- 
tions may be relaxed to permit the 
erection of small signs for hotel and 
other tourist accommodations in areas 
where the Thruway passes near the larger 
cities along the route. 


PUBLIC PROTEST OF MINORITY BRINGS 
DOWN UNDESIRED “SIGN” 


Not long ago the Brown and Forman 
Distilleries of Kentucky, distributors 
of Old Forester, had erected on top of 
the Zook Building at West Colfax Avenue 
and Tremont Place, Denver, a "sign” 
which consisted of a very large replica 
of an Old Forester bottle. This sign 
could be seen prominently from Denver's 
excellent civic center. A representative 
of the Rocky Mountain News pointed out 
that the newspaper is about to move to 
a new location, from which there is a 
magnificent view of the mountains. 
"I was a little hurt,” said that repre- 
sentative, "and terribly confused when 
I saw from my new office window THAT 
bottle obscuring my view of Long's 
Peak." 

Brown and Forman sent a repre- 
sentative to Denver, who made 4 survey 
showing that only a minority of the 
people in the community were opposed 
to the sign but they bowed to the will 
of the minority and agreed to remove 
it. "It's your city," said the B-F 
representative, "and you are entitled 
to enjoy certain privileges." 


Cabrillo Freeway, San Diego. Landscaping, right, conceals unattractive 
surrounding area. 


New Freeway approach to Oakland will not be eligible for State landscaping 
until protective ordinance is adopted. 





"Roadside Protection in California," California Roadside Council 


HOW TO FILIBUSTER AGAINST ZONING 


A correspondent of ours sent us the following man, however, kept cutting the opponents off. Fi- 
story dealing with a proposed township zoning ordi- nally an old farmer who was against zoning got 
nance. the floor, opened his Bible, and began reading. 

"The township is a very rural Mennonite area, Knowing that the wrath would be great if anyone 
and the farmers especially are strongly religious. interrupted the reading of the Bible, the chairman 
Opposition was strong at the public hearing on was forced to let the farmer continue his filibuster, 
zoning, and the tactics of the opposition were and it lasted about an hour. The ordinance passed 
to try to talk down the proponents; the chair- anyway." 
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10.DYNAMITING REQUIRES A SPECIAL PERMIT. 





CONTROLLED ROCK EXCAVATION SHOWING COMPLETED LAKE AND RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMEN 


THE EXCAVATION OF ROCK, SAND AND MUCK IS ESSENTIAL TO THE 
ECONOMY OF DADE COUNTY, THESE MATERIALS BEING THE BASIS FOR ALL BUILDING 
AND ROAD CONSTRUCTION WITHIN THE COUNTY, THE FACT THAT THESE MATERIALS 
ARE AVAILABLE LOCALLY HAS BEEN AN IMPORTANT FACTOR IN THE RAPID 
DEVELOPMENT OF GOOD ROADS AND GOOD STRUCTURES IN THE GREATER MIAMI 
AREA. A POLICY HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED BY THE PLANNING BOARD AND THE BOARD 
OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS WHICH PERMITS THE EXCAVATION AND THE 
REDEVELOPMENT OF OLD ROGK PITS AND AT THE SAME TIME ASSURES THE 
EVENTUAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE EXCAVATED AREA INTO AN ATTRACTIVE 
RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISION AS ILLUSTRATED ABOVE, BY SUBJECTING ALL 
EXCAVATION PERMITS TO THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS, 


1.NO ZONE GHANGE — SPECIAL PERMIT — AREA EXCAVATED ZONED GU, A TEMPORARY 
CONTROLLED CLASSIFICATION AWAITING THE TREND OF DEVELOPMENT. 


2. TIME LIMITATION FOR COMPLETION. 

3. CASH OR SURETY BOND TO ASSURE COMPLIANCE AND COMPLETION, 

4. ERECT SIGNS WITH THE NAME OF THE DEVELOPER AND OGGUPANCY PERMIT NUMBER. 
5. STAKE BOUNDARIES OF PROPERTY AND BOUNDARIES OF PROPOSED EXCAVATION 
6. ENGINEERS PERIODIC SURVEY TO SHOW STATUS OF DEVELOPMENT. 

7. FENCE AREA IF WARRANTED BY SURROUNDING DEVELOPMENT. 

8. DEDICATE AND DEVELOP ADJACENT ROADS. 

9. LIMIT HOURS OF OPERATION. 


Dade County, Florida, Planning Board, Biennial Report, 1949-1951 





PERSONALS 


Arthur H. Adams (left) will 
retire as director of planning of 
Los Angeles County on June lst. Adams 
has been a county employee since 


1938. 


Robert H. Blundred, formerly 
of the Washington Office of the Ameri- 
can Municipal Association, is now 
assistant to the president of the 
National Parking Association with offices in Norfolk, 
Virginia. 





Charles P. Clayton is in charge of the south- 
eastern office of Harland Bartholomew and Associates, 
located at 101 Marietta Street Building, Atlanta 3, 
Georgia. 


Ernest Friday, assistant director of the West 
Tennessee Office of the Tennessee State Planning 
Commission, has been appointed planning director 
for Little Rock, Arkansas. : 


Edward Heiselberg, formerly director of plan- 
ning of the City-County Planning and Zoning Commis- 
sion for Lexington and Fayette County, Kentucky, 
has been appointed administrator of the Planning, 
Zoning and Building Department of Anne Arundel County, 
Maryland. 


Vernon F. Jorgensen, who has been serving 4s 
secretary of the Planning and Zoning Commission of 
Salt Lake City, has been named planning and zoning 
director. 
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William G. King, Michigan State College graduate 
and recently with the city of Milwaukee, has joined 
the staff of the Toledo-Lucas County Plan Commissions 
as junior planner. 


Robert Middleton, formerly director of plan- 
ning with the planning commissions of Marion and 
Grant County, Indiana, has been appointed assistant 
director of the Indianapolis City Plan Commission. 


George Nez, who has been with the Housing and 
Redevelopment Authority of St. Paul, Minnesota, has 
joined the staff of the Denver Planning Commission. 


Lloyd L. Pilkinton, civil engineer, who has 
been employed as a stress analyst by west coast 
aircraft firms, has been appointed city planning 
engineer for Knoxville, Tennessee. 


Yosuki Bill Shinoda, graduate of the University 
of California,’ has joined the staff of the Toledo- 
Lucas County Planning Commissions as juior planner. 


Paul T. Stralitz, who served as planning tech- 
nician far the City Planning Board of Yonkers, New 
York, is now planning assistant for the City Plan 
Board of Dayton, Ohio. 


C. G. Woolley, who has been planning and zon- 
ing engineer of Salt Lake City since the depart- 
ment was first organized, has retired from his po- 
sition. Mr. Woolley has been with Salt Lake City 
since 1921. He plans to make his new home in South- 
ern California. 
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PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE 


Focussing on one of the most con- 
troversial issues in the field of zoning 
today, the PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE 
Information Report for April deals with 
"Minimm Requirements for Lot and Building 
Size." This 30-page bulletin traces the 
development of legal precedents for such 
regulations and analyzes the wide variety 
of standards and provisions incorporated 
in zoning ordinances, building and hous- 
ing codes, subdivision regulations and 
sanitary codes. Numerous excerpts from 
these regulations as well as case cita- 
tions are included. 

PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE has sur- 
veyed over 200 communities known to have 
subdivision regulations requiring the 
installation of utilities and other im- 
provements, in preparation for a com- 
parative analysis of these regulations. 
The results of this study will appear in 
the May Information Report. Questionnaires 
have also been distributed to a selected 
sample of commmities requesting informa- 
tion on budgets and salaries. 

















WE'LL SEE YOU IN BOSTON 


ATTENDANCE AT THE 1952 NATIONAL PLANNING CONFERENCE 


is expected to go way over 1951's record of over 
700 participants, who came from 289 cities in 
38 states, the District of Columbia, Alaska, 
Puerto Rico and 10 foreign countries. "We'll 
see you in Boston" is what planners are writing 
to us these days. 


PLANNING AGENCIES THROUGHOUT NEW ENGLAND are co- 


operating in sponsoring the 1952 ASPO meeting - 
among them the New England Chapter of the Ameri- 
can Institute of Planners, and the Massachusetts 
Federation of Planning Boards. 


PRINCIPAL SPEAKERS are not yet confirmed, but you 


can count on ASPO to bring fresh viewpoints 
as well as seasoned experience. 


SUBJECTS TO BE HIGHLIGHTED range from detailed 


clinic discussion of subdivision control, an- 
nexation, parking and capital budgeting to full 
sessions on trends of the day with major impli- 
cations for planners - for example, the new 
"New Towns" in the U.S.A.; the boom in the 
building of new commercial areas; the growing 
public health aspects of city plamning; the 
mounting pressures for relocation of people 
in order to make way for redevelopment and 
public works projects; the increasing need for 


We'll see you in Boston October 5-9, 1952 


conservation of aging areas; the emerging skills 
in effectively publicizing planning. 


ASPO CONFERENCE FEATURES such as the Zoning Round 
Table, and the special session for Planning 
Commissioners will be continued, and innovations 
are being planned. 


SUNDAY REGISTRATION AND A SPECIAL SUNDAY EVENING 
PROGRAM - possibly including a boat trip - are 
scheduled. 


THURSDAY'S POST CONFERENCE TOUR will be well worth 
staying over for - it will include the many 
important planning developments in the Boston 
Metropolitan Area and a tour of the new Shopping 
Center in Framingham, Massachusetts. (Last 
year there were seven busses-full of ASPO Post- 
Conference Tourists.) 


LADIES ATTENDING THE CONFERENCE are invited to 
participate in specially arranged programs. 


SPECIAL MEETINGS will be arranged for students 
and recent graduates. 


FURTHER DETAIIS will be announced in the Newsletter 
from time to time, and a preliminary program 
will be cent to you during the summer. 














Baltimore, Maryland: Maryland State Plan- 
ning Commission. Economist. Salary $5,160 - 


$6,450. Qualifications: education equivalent 
to a doctor of philosophy degree in economics, 
plus three years' experience in one or a con- 
bination of the following fields: director of 
economic research, economic editor, or profes- 
sor of economics; or a master's degree plus five 
years of such experience. Apply to State Employ- 
ment Commissioner's Office, 31 Light Street, 
Baltimore 2, Maryland. Applications should be 
submitted by June lst. 


Des Moines, Iowa: City Plan and Zoning 
Committee. Assistant to Planning Director. Sal- 
ary open. Qualifications: degree in city plan- 
ning, landscape architecture, civil engineer- 
ing or related fields. Some experience desira- 
ble but not essential. Write to Gavin Lawson, 
Personnel Officer, Room 101, City Hall, Des Moines. 








Lexington, Kentucky: City-County Planning and 
Zoning Commission. Director of Planning. Salary 
$4,500 - $5,000. Qualifications: degree in city 
or regional planning desirable, with two years 
planning experience - including one year in a 
supervisory position. Write Robert D. Hawkins, 
Chairman, City-County Planning and Zoning Commis- 
sion, City Hall, Lexington, Kentucky. 








Modesto, California: Planning Assistant. 


POSITIONS AVAILABLE 


perience and training. Qualifications: Belief 
in importance of citizen participation in the 
planning process. Knowledge of planning and 
housing field. Experience in working with conm- 
munity groups (responsible to 150 members or- 
ganizations). Speaking and writing ability im- 
portant. 

Community Planner. Salary $3,800. Quali- 
fications: technical training in planning. Abi- 
lity to work with neighborhood groups. 

Write to Molly Yard, Acting Director, Citi- 
zens Council on City Planning, 1717 Sansom Street, 
Philadelphia 2, Pennsylvania. 


Springfield, Ohio: Planning Technician. 
Salary 33.600. Qualifications: bachelor's de- 
gree in city planning, civil engineering, ar- 
chitecture or landscape architecture; or an equiva- 
lent combination of education and experience. 
Must have better than average drafting ability. 
Write Erling Helland, Planning Director, City 
Planning Commission, City Building, Springfield. 








Visalia, California: Tulare County Planning 
Commission. Junior Planning Technician. Salary 
$3,768 - $4,704, five year step plan. Qualifi- 
cations: degree in planning, landscape archi- 
tecture, architecture or engineering. Write to 
Earl B. Ingrim, County Planner, 221 East Center 
Street, Visalia, Californie. 














Salary $3, - $4,500. Qualifications: degree 
in city planning, architecture, landscape ar- 
chitecture, civil engineering; or college de- 
gree plus one year of city planning experience; 
or at least two years of professional city plan- 
ning experience. Examination to be held May 
31 at convenient locations. Application dead- 
line May 16. 

Apply to Personnel Office, City of Modesto, 
717 Tenth Street, Modesto, California. Include 
recent photograph. 


Montclair, New Jersey: Assistant Town Plan- 
ner. Salary $5,000. Qualifications: degree 
in city planning and a year or two of experi- 
ence. Undergraduate work in engineering or ar- 
chitecture and experience in the field of hous- 
ing or redevelopment desirable. Write to Robert 
F. Edwards, Town Planner-Secretary, Town Plan- 
ning Board, Municipal Building, Montclair, N. J. 





Norwalk, Connecticut: Assistant City Plan- 
ner. Salary $3,800. Qualifications: degree 
in city planning or city planning experience. 
Submit resume of experience and education to 
Salem S. Shapiro, Director of Plamning, City Plan- 
ning Commission, City Hall, Norwalk, Comecticut. 





Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Citizens Coun- 
cil on City Plaming. Executive Director. Sal- 
ary $10,000, approximately, depending upon ex- 














ANNUAL REPORTS 


Annual Report on Long Range Planning. Brookline 
Planning Board, Room 26, Town Hall, Brookline, 
Massachusetts; Gorham Dana, Chairman. 1951. 22pp. 
graphs ,tables ,charts. 


Report of the Planning Board of Brookline, Mas- 
sachusetts for the Year Ending December 31, 1951. 
Brookline Planning Board, Room 26, Town Hall, Brook- 
line, Massachusetts; Gorham Dana, Chairman. 2pp. 


Annual Report, 1951. Kalamazoo City Planning Com- 
mission, City Hall, Kalamazoo, Michigan; Earl D. 
Fraser, Planning Director. llpp.maps. 





ZONING DIGEST 


The May ZONING DIGEST Bulletin reports 19 
zoning decisions handed down by state appellate 
courts throughout the country. The subjects 
dealt with include the following: beauty shop; 
billboards; board of adjustment; cemetery; 
church; commercial district; customary home oc- 
cupation; definition of "area"; gasoline pumps; 
liquor sale; nonconforming use; procedure; resi- 
dential district; rezoning; soil removal; spot 
zoning; street dedication; subdivisions; town- 
ship zoning; trailers; variance; and vested right. 
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PLANNING LEGAL NOTES 



































a 
Prepared by Walter H. Blucher 
f m= Subdivision: City Cannot Accept Offer of Dedication The court of appeal, in reversing the lower 
® of Streets Outside of City Limits. court, held that since the planning commission did 
a Rowe et al. v. City of Durham, Supreme Court not designate drainage to avoid possible landslides 
- of North Carolina, February 27, 1952, 69 S.&. 2d as a required improvement to be made by the subdi- 
> 171. %In March 1918 one Mrs. Hester subdivided a vidor, she had fully complied with the local ordi- 
i parcel of property into the Hester Subdivision in nance and there is no room for the exercise of any 
which she showed certain streets. At the time of discretion by the county surveyor. Under these 
‘si the subdivision the property was outside the city facts, she was entitled to a writ of mandamus. 
limits of Durham. Subsequently Mrs. Hester conveyed 
a portion of the subdivision by metes and bounds Public Street Must Be Provided Before Zoning Permit 
e description, including a portion of the streets Will Issue. Subdivision: Streets Must Be Dedicated. i 
, shown in the original subdivision. The land was Subdivision: Public Improvements Must Be Installed. 
annexed to the city of Durham in 1925. What was Brous v. Smith, Supreme Court, Suffolk County, 
originally shown as a street had subsequently been December 14, 1951, 109 N.Y.S. 2d 289. Brous filed . 
> subdivided into a lot. The question was whether a petition against the building and zoning inspector i 
$ this was an officially dedicated street. The lower for the Town of Islip requesting that the inspector | 
= court held that the recording of the Hester Subdi- be ordered to grant a permit for the erection of 
= vision constituted a dedication of the lot in ques- homes on certain lots in a subdivision owned by pe- . 
’ tion for street purposes and that the conveyance titioner. The inspector refused to grant the per- 
: of the property at a later date did not constitute mits because petitioner had failed to install a road 
y @ withdrawal of said lot from her offer of dedication. or roads in accordance with the town law. Petition- 
: In reversing the lower court the supreme court er is the owner of approximately 850 lots in the } 
held that a municipality is without power to accept subdivision. : 
& an offer of dedication of a street which lies out- "Section 280-a of the Town Law provides in 
y side of its territorial limits and that the conveyance part as follows: ‘No permit for the erection of 
. of the land by metes and bounds description without any building shall be issued unless a street or 
w reference to any streets or lots constituted a with- highway giving access to such proposed structure 
8 drawal of the offer of dedication. At that time the has been duly placed on the official map or plan, | 
r city of Durham had no jurisdiction over the land cov- or if there be no official map or plan, unless such } 
i ered by the Hester subdivision and, therefore, had no street or highway:is (a) an existing state, county 
¢ authority to accept the offer of dedication before it or town highway, or (b) a street shown upon a plat 
was withdrawn. "Nothing done or attempted by the city approved by the planning board as provided in sec- | 
of Durham can have the effect of reviving the offer of tions two hundred seventy-six and two hundred sev- | 
dedication which was effectively withdrawn long before enty-seven of this article, as in effect at the 
ine the territorial limits of the municipality were ex- time such plat was approved, or (c) a street ona 
ad) tended to include the 'Hester Subdivision'." plat duly filed and recorded in the office of the 
PP county clerk or register prior to the appointment 
‘ Subdivision: Planning Commission Must Designate of such planning board and the grant to such board 
Improvements to be Made. County Planning. of the power to approve plats. Before such permit 
at} Shorb v. Barkley, District Court of Appeal, shall be issued such street or highway shall have 
D1. First District, Division2, California, January 29, been suitably improved to the satisfaction of the 
ok- 1952, 240 P, 2d 337. Appellant and petitioner is town board or planning board, if empowered by the 
P+ the owner of a parcel of land in the unincorporated town board in accordance with standards and speci- : 
part of Contra Costa County near Martinez. The prop- fications approved by the town board, as adequate 
= erty proposed to be subdivided abuts upon an existing in respect to the public health, safety and general 
D. road. The tentative plat was presented to the Contra welfare for the special circumstances of the par- 
Costa County planning commission which approved it. ticular street or highway.'" 
It appears that federally-owned land adjacent In upholding the constitutionality of the 
“7 to the proposed subdivision was subject to slides. town law, the court said that in time of emergency 
Petitioner had constructed a road and ditch across such as sickness, accident, fire or other catas- 
the rear of the lots to afford drainage and to pre- trophe, a road over which automobiles and fire ap- 
4 vent a recurrence of the slides. No property had paratus can travel safely, must always be avail- 
4 to be dedicated. When the final map was presented to able, otherwise great suffering, property damage 
‘ the county surveyor he refused to approve it on the and even loss of life may result. Thus, the law 
ground that the provisions of the subdivision ordi- is substantially related to the public health, saf- 
, nance had not been complied with. It was his conten- ety and general welfare of the community. 
‘ \ tion that the lots are not drained so as to prevent 
, the land from sliding. Smoke Control Ordinance Held Valid. 
4 mi The subdivision ordinance requires that when State v. Mundet Cork Corp., Supreme Court of 
c al the planning commission passes upon the tentative New Jersey, January 21, 1952, 864A. 2d 1. The Town- 
, g Plat it "shall also designate the improvements which ship of Hillside in New Jersey adopted an air pollu- 
will be required..." The county planning commis- tion ordinance which the supreme court held to be 
— Sion had not required the improvements. valid by a divided vote of four to three. 
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ASPO receives more than 600 planning books, pamphlets and reports each month, 
It is possible to mention only a very limited number and to do justice to only a few 
of them. Copies may be secured from publishers. ASPO does not have copies for 
distribution. 


Planning Literature 


SUGGESTED LAND SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS. Joseph H. 
Orendorff, Acting Director, Division of Housing 
Research, Housing and Home Finance Agency, Washing- 
ton, D. C. Available from the Superintendent of 
Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. February, 1952. 65pp.illus.charts, 
maps. 45¢. (The best available publication dealing 
with the subject of subdivision regulations. Con- 
tains a section on suggested subdivision regulations 
and has an excellent introduction outlining the 
purposes and objectives of such regulations. 


OUTLINE FOR PLANNING RESEARCH. Monograph No. l. 
Santa Clara County Planning Commission, Court House, 
San Jose 13, California; Nestor Barrett, Director- 
Secretary. 2kpp.mimeo. February, 1952. $1.00. 
(An outline of reconnaissance, research, analysis 
and preparation of a master plan for Santa Clara 
County. It will be used as a guide to assure con- 
tinuity of staff work on the plan.) 


AREA ASPECTS OF NATIONAL DEFENSE. Proceedings of 
the Fifth Annual Technical Seminar for State Plan- 
ning and Development Agencies, November 27-29, 1951. 
Jointly sponsored by the Association of State Plan- 
ning and Development Agencies, and the Area Develop- 
ment Division, U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington, D.C.; Victor Roterus, Chief. February 1952. 
112pp. (Includes reports and discussion on indus- 
trial dispersion, problems of small business, de- 
fense mobilization, water policy, etc., by representa- 
tives of the National Security Resources Board, De- 
fense Production Administration, Small Defense Plants 
Administration, Bureau of the Budget, Department of 
Commerce and other federal agencies.) 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE FALL CONFERENCE ON PLANNING AND 
DEVELOPMENT. Atlantic City, October 23, 1951. Spon- 
sored by Division of Planning and Development, New 
Jersey State Department of Conservation and Economic 
Development; Southern New Jersey Development Council; 
New Jersey State Chamber of Commerce. Available 
from New Jersey Department of Conservation and Devel- 
opment , 520 East State Street, Trenton 7, New Jersey; 
William T. Vanderlipp, Director. 40pp.mimeo. 


PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN YOUNGSTOWN. Youngstown Compre- 
hensive Plan Report No. 6. February, 1952. Dennis 
O'Harrow, Director, Master Plan Staff. Youngstown 
City Planning Commission, City Hall, Youngstown, 
Ohio; Mayor Charles P. Henderson, Chairman. 38pp. 
mimeo.maps,charts,tables. 


MAJOR ROAD PLAN FOR THE LEWISBURGH, TENNESSEE, REGION. 
Prepared by Middle Tennessee Office, Tennessee State 
Planning Commission. Lewisburgh Regional Planning 
Commission, City Hall, Lewisburgh, Tennessee. March, 
1952. Unpaged,map. 


WATERFRONT DEVELOPMENT. Master Plan Report Number 
One. Buffalo City Planning Commission, 202 City 
Hall, Buffalo 2, New York; Daniel J. McKenzie, 
man. 1952. Unpaged,mimeo.mps,illus. 


ne) 


PLANNING FOR NEW INDUSTRIAL COMMUNITIES IN BROOME 
COUNTY. Broome County Planning Board, 109 County 
Office Building, Binghamton, New York. September 
1951. 60pp.mimeo.maps,sketch,plans. 50¢ in stamps 
or coin. (The purpose of this study is to have 
ready the preliminary plans for the physical devel- 
opment of likely spots for industrial expansion in 
the area surrounding the triple cities of Binghan- 
ton, Endicott and Johnson City. Whether new growth 
occurs as a result of defense activities, or by the 
slower means of peacetime enterprise, the ground- 
work is laid for a comprehensive approach to the in- 
dustrial community. Sketch plans illustrate possible 
development of two sites for an industrial popula- 
tion of 9,000 each.) 


ROADSIDE PROTECTION IN CALIFORNIA. California 
Roadside Council, 1239 Merchants Exchange Building, 
San Francisco 4, California; Mr. John W. Broad, 
Chairman. 60pp.illus. January, 1952. (A very use- 
ful document containing excellent illustrations 
of roadsides protected by zoning and roadsides des- 
poiled by billboards. It contains a basic county 
zoning ordinance providing adequate roadside pro- 
tection, a copy of the Los Angeles freeway protec- 
tion ordinance and a bibliography on roadside pro- 
tection and highway zoning. 


PROGRESSIVE UTTAR PRADESH. The Publications Bureau, 
Information Directorate, Uttar Pradesh Government, 
Lucknow, India. 1952. 48pp.illus. (A report on 
town planning and housing in the home state of Prime 
Minister Nehru of India. This is the first state 
in India to have a separate department for town 
and village planning. The report describes a number 
of schemes and contains a number of illustrations. 
A G. Kher is Minister in Charge. L. G. Chaudhari 
is Executive Engineer.) 


THE PARKING PROBLEM IN THE CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT. 
The Planning Division, Department of Public Works, 
Richmond, California; Edward A. Hoffman, Director. 
1952. 26pp.mimeo.tables,graphs,maps. 


PLANNING FOR PARKING, JOHNSON CITY, TENNESSEE. 
Johnson City Planning Commission, City Hall, John- 
son City, Tennessee; Robert Smith, Chairman. 1951. 
39pp.illus.maps,graphs ,tables. 


SPOT LIGHTING THE TRAFFIC PROBLEM IN SALT LAKE CITY, 
UTAH. An Appraisal and Guide for Action. Automotive 
Safety Foundation, 700 Hill Building, washington, 
D.C.; D. Grant Mickle, Director, Traffic Engineering 
Division. 1952. 4Opp.mimeo.tables. 





NEW PUBLICATION 
THE WATERSHED. Published by the American Water- 
shed Council, Inc., 203 Transportation Building, 
Washington 6, D.C. Vol. I. No. 1. March-April, 
1952. 4pp. 


























